Health visiting an elderly couple.
Health visitors play an important role in their involvement with the elderly population. As Parkinson's disease becomes increasingly prevalent among elderly people, a multidisciplinary approach to treatment and care is essential in the holistic assessment and management of the condition. The importance of the carer in the life of the elderly person with Parkinson's disease cannot be overemphasized. Effective two-way communication and involvement of both the sufferer and main carer in decisions about treatment and care are essential. Effective communication between all members of the primary healthcare team is necessary for continuity of care and support. The use of the Neuman System Model in this case demonstrates the way in which tools of assessment can influence our perception of the client, the type of information obtained and the care and support clients receive.